
What are Selection Indexes?

Selection indexes assist beef producers make “balanced” 
selection decisions, taking into account the relevant growth, 
carcase, fertility and efficiency attributes of each animal 
to identify the animals that are most profitable for their 
particular commercial enterprise. Like breeding values (EBVs), 
selection index technology is a well-established, science based 
methodology that is used in many livestock species around 
the world. Selection Indexes provide an overall “score” of an 
animal’s genetic value for profit for a specific production system 
and are calculated based on weightings placed on individual 
traits that are deemed to be important for that production 
system. As such, selection indexes reflect both the short term 
profit generated by a bull through the sale of his progeny, and 
the longer term profit generated by his daughters if they are 
retained in the herd. 

Why do Selection Indexes require updating?

With the value of the cattle and the costs of production being 
a significant component of each selection index, these need 
to be updated periodically to reflect any economic changes 
that may have occurred. These revisions must also reflect 
the anticipated changes expected in the coming years as this 
is when animals breed using the new indexes will have their 
genetic potential realised (aka when they are born, raised, 
mated and/or marketed). 

An additional factor that has encouraged the updating of the 
selection indexes is improvements in the software, BreedObject, 
that is used to create the selection indexes. Like BREEDPLAN, 
research into improving the BreedObject software is ongoing 
and thus new selection indexes will reflect the recent 
improvements made in the software. More information on the 

most recent enhancements to the BreedObject software can be 
found in the Summer 2018 SBTS & TBTS Update Magazine. 
Since 2018, a number of breed societies have released updated 
selection indexes (see breakout box). 

Where to find more information on Selection Indexes

More information on selection indexes, including how best to 
use them (in conjunction with EBVs, visual appraisal etc.) is 
available from the Help Centre on the BREEDPLAN website. 
These include both general and breed-specific tip sheets. The 
general selection index tip sheets are:

1. An Introduction to Selection Indexes

2. A BREEDPLAN Guide to Animal Selection

Breed-specific tip sheets cover how to use the relevant breed 
society selection indexes, and their technical specifications.  

BREEDPLAN Selection
Indexes: An Update

AUSTRALIA:

n   Angus Australia
n   Australian Limousin Breeder’s Society 
n   Australian Wagyu Association
n   Belmont Australia
n   Charolais Society of Australia 
n   Herefords Australia Ltd.
n   Performance Herds Australia

INTERNATIONAL:

n   Beef Shorthorn Cattle Society (UK)
n   Brangus Society of South Africa
n National Association of Hungarian 

Charolais Cattle Breeders
n   New Zealand Angus Association
n   New Zealand Herefords
n   Simmentaler Cattle Breeders’ Society of 

South Africa

SINCE 2018, THE FOLLOWING SOCIETIES HAVE 
RELEASED UPDATED SELECTION INDEXES

Selection indexes are currently under development for a 
number of additional breed societies, both domestically 
and internationally. It is anticipated that some of these 
breed societies will release their new selection indexes 
in the coming months.

https://issuu.com/sbtstbts/docs/sbts_tbts_summer_news_update_2018_w
https://breedplan.une.edu.au/help-centre/
https://breedplan.une.edu.au/media/zo2peumh/an-introduction-to-selection-indexes.pdf
https://breedplan.une.edu.au/using-selection-indexes/a-breedplan-guide-to-animal-selection/

